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MEC for Transport and Public Works, Robin Carlisle, was in for a surprise earlier today when he visited the 
Boston Circle AVTS Roadworthy Station to mark the beginning of the Free Safety Check Campaign, a 
joint initiative of the Retail Motor Industry Organisation (RMI) and Safely Home.   
 
This festive season initiative offers Western Cape motorists the opportunity to get their vehicles tested for 
roadworthiness absolutely free - before they load up their families to take them on holiday or to visit 
loved ones over the festive season. Carlisle, not one to pass up a bargain, opted to have his Ministerial 
vehicle, a 2009 Mercedes Benz ML350 tested, and to his great surprise, it failed. The vehicle was found to 
have a faulty headlight and the pressure on one rear wheel exerted by the hand-brake was found to 
be inadequate. 
 
Minister Carlisle addressed all motorists planning to travel this festive season, saying “I am very impressed 
by the test. If my ministerial vehicle, which is a 2009 model, and professionally maintained to a high 
level, can develop hidden safety risks without me realising, then any vehicle can too. I urge all motorists 
to take advantage of the offer of free roadworthy testing before loading up loved ones. I am insisting 
that my family bring in their vehicles as soon as possible, especially the youngsters, and will be bringing 
in the Landy, my personal vehicle. You have absolutely nothing to lose if you do, and absolutely 
everything to lose if you don’t.” 
 
Carlisle congratulated AVTS Group MD Ferose Oaten and her team of inspectors on her exceptional 
facilities and the willingness of AVTS to take part in this important initiative, together with Safely Home 
and RIM. He further promised to attend to the issues identified immediately and at time of going to 
press, the MEC’s vehicle had been handed into the government garage for repair. 
 
The tests can be taken at the following locations: 
 

• AVTS Strand, 2 Calvyn St, Strand, 021-853 0880 
• AVTS Kenilworth Branch, 422 Lansdowne Rd, Lansdowne, 021-696 7096 
• AVTS Wingfield Branch, Olympic Park, Voortrekker Rd, Goodwood, 021-592 4522 
• AVTS Culemborg Branch, Culemborg Motor City, Oswald Pirow Rd, CT, 021-419 4677 
• AVTS Bellville, Cnr Voortrekker and Duminy St, Bellville, 021-949 6944 
• AVTS Airport Branch, Boston Circle, Airport Industria, Cape Town, 021-934 4900 
• AVTS Tableview, 139 Baauberg Rd, Tableview, 021-556 6309 
• Lansdowne Vehicle Test Station, Lansdowne Junction,  Blomvlei & Jan Smuts, 021-692 3569 
• Formula One Roadworthy, 41 Induland Crescent, Lansdowne, 021-691 8554 
• Epping Roadworthy Centre, Cnr Gunners Circle & Glenvill Ave, Epping 1, 021-532 2664  
• Mitchell's Plain Vehicle Test, Cnr Bravo St and 12th Ave, M/Plain Ind., 021-376 4960 
• Retreat Roadworthy Centre, 5 Keyser Rd Retreat, 021 7120368 
• Athlone Vehicle Test Centre, Cnr Klipfontein Rd & Orion Rd Surrey Estate, 021-6990936 
• Diep River Roadworthy Centre, 127 Main Rd Diep River, 021-7157911 

 
A copy of MEC Carlisle’s test can be found below.  
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